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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSC-05 NIC-01 /061 W 

036138 

R 13 175 1Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 3392 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 2240 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PO, BE 

SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION TO PORTUGESE COUP 

REF: LISBON 1381 

BELGIAN PRESS GAVE PROMINENT PLAY TO COUP, WJICH WAS 
LEAD STORY IN ALL NEWSPAPERS. COMMENTARY FOLLOWED 
POLITICAL ORIENTATION OF INDIVIDUAL PAPERS. NO 
DIRECT ACCUSATIONS OF US OR CIA INVOLVEMENT. 

CARVALHO STATEMENT ON AMBASSADOR CARLUCCI'S SECURITY 
AND US DENIAL OF INVOLVEMENT WIDELY NOTED. MOST 
OBJECTIVE COMMENTATORS SEE EVEN GREATER ROLE FOR 
ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT, LESS SIGNIFICANCE FOR APRIL 12 
ELECTIONS AND CONCLUDE THAT COUP WAS A BIG PLUS FOR 
LEFTIST PARTIES AND LEFTISTS WITHIN AFM. SOME 
PAPERS QUESTION WHETHER DEOMOCRACY IS POSSIBLE IN 
PORTUGAL UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND FORESEE 
JUNTA REMAINING IN POWER FOR YEARS. COMMUNIST 
PRESS NOTES WITH "I TOLD YOU SO” ATTITUDE THAT THEIR 
CLAIM THAT DANGER TO PORTUGUESE DEMOCRACY IS FROM THE 
RIGHT HAS NOW BEEN PROVEN.FIRESTONE 
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Document Unique ID: 00 
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Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Line Count: 49 
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